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Kidnap Outcomes

Most kidnap victims are released unharmed. About 10 percent of all kidnap victims die
in captivity. The period of captivity varies greatly.

Seventy-five percent last up to 50 days. Only a small number last more than 100 days.
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Africa Nigeria

Expats and oil workers at risk
Nigeria leads Africa in the number of kidnapped expats. At
least 172 foreigners were kidnapped in Nigeria in 2007,
according to local media reports. In the latest trend, kidnappers
are targeting the children of high-ranking Nigerians who work
for oil companies.

MEND targets oil workers
Abductions are conducted primarily by MEND (Movement for
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta) and other militant
organizations. Militant groups say their kidnappings are part of
an attempt to exert pressure on federal and state governments
and oil companies for political and financial gain. Some
kidnappings are for propaganda and no ransoms are paid.
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Africa Nigeria

Abduction phase is risky
The abduction phase is very dangerous. At least eight expats
kidnapped in 2007 were killed or died from injuries sustained
during their abduction.

Niger Delta
Kidnappings are focused on the Niger Delta region where many
oil companies operate.

Lagos
Criminally motivated kidnaps are on the rise in Lagos and other
urban centers.
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Africa Sub-Sahara

Security escorts are recommended
Many countries in the Sub-Sahara are politically unstable
and dangerous due to poverty, corruption and lack of
law enforcement. Foreigners are advised to have escorts
and security plans in place.

Angola
Cabinda Province, an area where FLEC (Liberation Front
for the State of Cabinda) conducts kidnappings, is a
hotspot.

Darfur
Non-governmental organizations are kidnapping
targets in East Darfur by the SLA (Sudan Liberation
Army).



CCPPT001-07192008 KIDNAP- RISK BRIEF

Africa Sub-Sahara

Kenya
Bombings by al Qaeda in Mombassa, Kenya, have
targeted foreigners.

Somalia
Piracy is prevalent along the Somali coast.

South Africa
Street crime in Johannesburg, South Africa, is rampant.

Zimbabwe
Wrongful detentions are a problem in Zimbabwe.
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Americas Argentina

Buenos Aires
The highest risk of a kidnapping is in the greater Buenos
Aires area. Since the 2001 economic crisis, there has been
a significant increase in kidnappings for ransom and
express kidnappings.

300+ kidnappings each year
Over 300 kidnappings for ransom are estimated to occur
each year. The majority of kidnappings are conducted by
financially motivated criminals.
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Americas Brazil

Sao Paulo
Kidnaps were traditionally concentrated in Rio de Janeiro,
but are now shifting to Sao Paulo and surrounding areas.

Kidnappers target middle class
Kidnappers have shifted their targets from the wealthy to
the middle class and demand lower ransoms that can be
paid more quickly. Express kidnaps remain a significant
problem.

Police response
Police generally focus on the kidnap investigation and not
the safe-and-quick release of the victim.


